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Research assistant, Peace Research Institute Oslo (PRIO), Oslo, Norway
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RESEARCH INTERESTS

Education and armed conflict; Children in war; Political violence; Geospatial analysis; Computational methods

EDUCATION

University of Oslo, Oslo, Norway Aug 2024 — Present
MA in Political Science

Erasmus exchange to University of Konstanz, Germany

Thesis Title: Education under Attack: Understanding the dynamics behind conflict-related attacks on education

University of Oslo, Oslo, Norway Aug 2021 — June 2024
BA in Pedagogy
Thesis Title: Skole for fremtiden? Utkast til en utdanningspolitisk kritikk

University of Oslo, Oslo, Norway Aug 2020 — June 2023

BA in Political Science
Thesis Title: Educational dropout and aid efficiency in post-genocide Rwanda

ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE

Peace Research Institute Oslo (PRIO) Oslo, Norway
Research assistant Jan 2023 — Present
e Researching and co-authoring papers related to armed conflict, education, child labor and data for human well-being
e C(ollaborate on developing the PRIO-GRID v3 R-package
e Present research on academic conferences, and at invited talks
e Support machine learning data collection efforts on attacks on edcuation, including writing a codebook
e Data management and visualizations to NGO reports, including Save the Children’s annual ”Stop the war on children”

Stiftelsen Modums Blaafarvevaerk Modum, Norway
Project Manager May 2022 — Dec 2022

e Researching and writing a preliminary report to the Norwegian Ministry of Culture aimed at listing Blaafarvevaerket
on the tentative list of nominees to the UNESCO world heritage list

PUBLICATIONS

Academic publications

e Helskog, K. (2024). Effectiveness of aid on educational dropout in post-Genocide Rwanda. International Journal of
Educational Development, 106, 103018. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijjedudev.2024.103018

Under review

e (stby, G., Haer, R., Helskog, K. (2025). The effect of attacks on education on children’s schooling: Micro-level evidence
from Nigeria. Under review in Conflict Management and Peace Science.

Working papers

e Helskog, K., Tollefsen, A.F., Vestby, J. (2026). PRIO-GRID: Unifying Spatial Data for Human Wellbeing Ongoing
work.

e Helskog, K., Kristiansen, I.L. (2026). Indoctrination and regime stability. Ongoing work.

e (Ostby, G., Haer, R., von der Maase, S. P., Helskog, K. (2026). Working during War: The Association between Child
Labor and Armed Conflict in the Congo. Ongoing work.

Reports and posts

e (Ostby, G., Rustad, S. A., & Helskog, K. (2023). (Children Affected by Armed Conflict, 1990-2022. Conflict Trends,
8. Oslo: PRIO. This publication was on the reading list for The International Summer School in Peace Research at the
University of Oslo in the summer of 2024.

e Ostby, G., Rustad, S. A., & Helskog, K. (2023, December 14). |More and More Children at Risk of Conflict. PRIO
Blogs.
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CURRENT PROJECTS

Conflict-related attacks on education and children’s lost life opportunities (EdAttack) Oslo, Norway
Research assistant Jan 2025 — Present

e Develop and write master thesis related to the EdAttack project
e Co-author two academic research articles. Main responsibilities: coding, data management, empirical analysis, results
e Assist in labelling news articles for machine learning event extraction active learning pipeline

Peace Science Infrastructure (PSI) Oslo, Norway
Research assistant Sept 2024 — Present
e Writing and improving on the R-package aimed at incorporating data sources into the PRIO-GRID framework
e Co-author journal article on the newest PRIO-GRID version
e Documenting code (documentation functions, write examples, etc.), and data sources
e Testing and reviewing code
e Organizing an international workshop on the future of subnational conflict research

PREVIOUS PROJECTS

Conflict Trends Oslo, Norway
Research assistant Jan 2023 — Dec 2024

— Data management and visualizations for research outputs

Elite Political Dynamics in Electoral Autocracies (ELITE) Oslo, Norway
Research assistant June 2024 — Sept 2024

— Start developing R-Shiny application for a large text corpus on parliamentary speeches in Zambia
— Geospatial coding combining vector and raster data

PRESENTATIONS AND INVITED TALKS

Children International Summer Villages (CISV) Hadeland, Norway
Invited to talk about children and armed conflict at CISV annual fall meeting in a 90 minute lecture. Nov 2025
International Studies Association (ISA) Chicago, USA
Presenter and Author on two papers Mar 2025
PRIO Conflict Patterns Brownbag Oslo, Norway
Presenter and author on paper Nov 2024

PEER REVIEW

Journal of Development Studies July, 2025

CONTRIBUTIONS

Quality assurance review:
Contributed to the Conflict Trends Report 2024, reviewing content for analytical accuracy and consistency.

PRIO-GRID development:
Coding and development of version 3 of PRIO-GRID. Responsible for variables including: Peacekeeping operations,
Rugged terrain, Travel time, Ethnic power relations, AidData, CRU pre, CRU pet, and SHDI.

Data management and coding for journal articles:

— Haer, R., & Ostby, G. (2025). “Aid to Educate? The Impact of Foreign Aid on Local School Enrolment in Nigeria.”
Journal of International Development, 37(6), 1324-1336. https://doi.org/10.1002/jid.70007
— Gjerlpw, H. et al. (2023). “Retrospective Economic Voting in a Developing Democracy.” Working paper.
R shiny application:
Contributed to developing the ELITE project’s text corpus R-shiny app on speeches in Zambian parliament
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SELECTED COURSES

Master’s Courses Bachelor’s Courses
— Advanced Spatial Data Analysis — Social Science Data Analysis and Programming
— Applied Statistics for Political Science — Introduction to Geographical Information Systems
— Data Management for Social Science — Conflict and Human Rights in International Politics

MEDIA AND PUBLIC OUTREACH

Bygdeposten Norway
Chronicle: [Demokratiet trenger diktanalyse 2025
Bygdeposten Norway
Interview: Kristine er fulltidsstudent og har fire jobber 2020
Drammens Tidende Norway

Chronicle: [ Koronapandemien, Black Lives Matter og Harry Potter: -Det kan veere Igsninger a hente fra litteraturen 2020

SKILLS

— Software: R, Python, QGIS, ArcGIS, Latex, Git
— Languages: Norwegian, English, Swedish

ADDITIONAL SKILLS AND INTERESTS

— Portrait photography. I photograph weddings, couples, families, and animals professionally.
— Board member and organizer of the annual Oslo Operaball.

Competitive equestrian showjumping and dog sports with my horses and my dog.

Hiker and nature lover.

— Seasonal golfer, downhill skier, cross country skier, climber and volleyball player

— Painting and drawing

REFERENCES

Prof. Jacob Nyrup

Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, University of Oslo, Oslo, Norway

E-mail: jacob.nyrup@stv.uio.no

Prof. Gudrun Ostby

Research Professor, Conflict Patterns and Environments, Peace Research Institute Oslo, Oslo, Norway
E-mail: gudrun@prio.org

Prof. Felix Haass

Assistant Professor, Institute of Social Sciences, Humbolt University, Berlin, Germany

E-mail: felix.haass@hu-berlin.de
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